Georgia 4-H Summer Camping Program
Community Camp
Fortson 4-H Center

Parents Guide
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The Cooperative Extension Service offers educational programs, assistance and materials to all people without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  An equal opportunity/affirmative action organization committed to a diverse workforce.

999 Fortson Road

Hampton, Georgia 30228

Dear Parents:

Thank you for allowing your child to participate in Summer Camp at Fortson 4-H Center.  The Georgia    4-H Summer Camping Program/Fortson Community Camp is one of the top summer camping programs of its kind in the nation.

Your child will experience one of the best weeks of his or her life.  Our well trained summer camp staff has experience working with youth and is some of the best trained summer camp counselors in the Georgia 4H camping program.  

During the week, your child will participate in classes and events that will enhance their skills and knowledge in leadership, citizenship, and healthy lifestyles. All skills that will make a positive impact on their lives for years to come.  

The summer camp staff and I can hardly wait for Community Camp to start.  I am confident that your child’s week of summer camp will be fun, exciting, and educational.

Sincerely,

Susie Greer
University of Georgia / Georgia 4-H

Fortson 4-H Center

4-H Center Director
CONTACT INFORMATION
Office: (770) 946-3276
After Hour Emergencies: 770-946-9717 or 706-980-3256
Website: www.fortson4h.org
SUMMER CAMP STAFF
Susie Greer – Fortson 4-H Center Director

Michael Leggett-Summer Camp Lead Counselor
Laura Walton- Summer Camp Counselor

Shelby Cloud- Summer Camp Counselor

Hunter Brock- Summer Camp Counselor

Flo Balkcom- Summer Camp Counselor

Matt Hicks- Summer Camp Counselor

Cassie Whisnant- Summer Camp Counselor

Phone Information

Campers may not receive or make phone calls while at camp.  Campers are discouraged not to call home.  Direct phone calls to campers are discouraged as they may trigger homesickness and interfere with camp activities.  Only adult leaders are allowed to use the phones


Parents should not:

· Expect a call from a camper during the week.  Please do not send Cell phones with campers
· Call the camp to check on their child
Parents should expect to:

· Leave a message if they call camp after business hours

· Have important messages delivered to an adult on the same day they call
· Relay after hour emergencies to Susie Greer
OUR LOCATION
Fortson 4-H Center is located in Hampton, 30 miles south of Atlanta.  The center is behind the Atlanta Motor Speedway nestled in the woods away from the surrounding busy suburbs of Atlanta.

SENDING MAIL
Campers are allowed to receive mail while at camp.  Please do not send food to campers.  Parents are encouraged to send mail the Friday prior to the week attending to ensure that the mail arrives on time.
Send all mail to:

Camper’s Name

Community Camp Fortson 4-H Center

999 Fortson Road

Hampton, Georgia 30228

VISITORS
Campers are not allowed to receive visitors while at camp.  This poses as a security risk and can interfere with camp activities.  In the event of an emergency and the parent or guardian needs to come to camp to pick up a camper, please contact the center before arriving.  Parents are invited to join us for dinner on Thursday evening before our closing ceremonies at a cost of $8.00 per person. This fee is due upon registration.
WHAT TO BRING TO CAMP
It is important to label all items with the camper’s name before packing.  

 ITEMS NEEDED

· Sack Dinner for Sunday Night to picnic and get to know the other campers-- Drink will be provided
· Old t-shirts to cut up and make dog chew toys for local animal shelters as a community service project—send as many as you would like!
· White t-shirt to Tie-Dye

· Daily change of clothes (shorts, shirts, underwear, and socks)

· Linens (sleeping bag or twin bed sheets)

· Pillow

· Towels and washcloth 

· Swimming Suit (only 1 piece for females)

· Tennis shoes (mandatory for ropes course)

· Toiletries (shampoo, soap, deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, etc.)

· Rain jacket or poncho

· Waterproof sunscreen

· Bug spray

· Sunglasses and/or hat

· Plastic bag for wet items

· Sandals (must have back strap no flip flops allowed)

· Tennis shoes for the climbing wall and zip-line

· Money for canteen. Shirts are $15.00, hats $10.00, drinks and snacks $1.00 each and novelty items are available as well at a variety of prices.
OPTIONAL ITEMS

· Shower shoes

· Water bottle

· Camera

· Talent show props, costumes, CDs, etc

· Paper, stamps, and envelopes

DO NOT BRING

· Knives, firearms, fireworks, or any other violation of the 4-H Code of Conduct

· Video Games, IPODs, MP3 Players, Radios, Cell Phones (if brought must remain in dorms and not allowed to use and interfere with camp activities)

· Excessive amount of money—Banker will be available
· Anything of great value

*The Georgia 4-H Program and Fortson 4-H Center are not responsible for items that are lost or stolen.
CLOTHING INFORMATION
· No clothing should be warn that violates the 4-H Code of Conduct

· Underwear should be warn at all times and never be visible

· Bring only clothes that can get wet and messy

· Modest, 1 piece bathing suits or tankini are required for female swimmers

· Bring extra socks and underwear
· Shoes/sandals will be required in outdoor water games (no flip flops)

· Shorts that extend below the mid-thigh will be needed for the ropes course.  Cheerleading shorts are not acceptable.

CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES

Ropes Course

Every campers attending camp will have the opportunity to participate in one of the best Ropes Course in the South Metro Atlanta Area.  Campers will be climbing the Climbing Wall and zipping down the fast paced Zip Line.  The Ropes Course provides team building opportunities for youth.

Archery, Swimming, First Aid, Etiquette, Biscuit Baking, Fishing, Herpetology 
Pond Ecology, canoeing. Classes may be subject to change. 

Miss Camp Fortson Pageant

Campers may dress up to portray the ideal camper, creativity is encouraged.

Campfire

Stories, Songs and S’mores

Variety Show

Campers will be able to show off their talents to the whole camp.  Campers can bring props and costumes to camp to use in their Variety Show act.  Campers are encouraged to be creative.

Wet Games

After spending the days in the hot Georgia sun, campers will participate in wet games.  These games will promote team building and lots of fun.  Campers will need shoes that can get wet.  If we are not able to have wet games, other field activities will be held.
See you soon!
